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New Cnharts. 


Tne Nortn Sea.—Sheet 1.—From Dover and Calais to Orfordness and Scheven- 
tngen.—Surveyed by Capt. W. Hewett, R.N., 1831-40. : 

In the course of the last ten years it has fatlen to our lot to announce to sea- 
men, and to all interested in maritime affairs the publication of numerous beau- 
titul charts and plans of our own coasts, as well as of different parts of the 
world, not only by the British, but by the French, Austrian, Dutch, Swedish, 
Danish, and Prussian Governments. Yet amidst all these publications we do not 
remember to have noticed one more remarkable than that before us; not only 
as representing a portion of the sea more frequented by shipping than any other 
on the face of the globe, but especially so, as shewing a mass of soundings 
chiefly ont of sight of land, over a surface of upwards of 5,000 square miles in 
extent! ‘These soundings are not ‘few and far between,” as in many of ourolder 
charts, but are crowded as closely as the figures can be engraved, shewing with 
the greatest accuracy all the undulating features of the wide, but shallow valley 
(in no part exceeding forty fathoms in depth,) which separates our island from 
Halland and Europe. 

This first sheet of the North Sea Chart, the result of ten years’ labour of that 
indefatigable surveyor the lamented Captain Hewett, requires from us some 
analysis. It extends from Dover Straits northward, to the parallel of 
Orfordness and Scheveningen, and is engraved on the scale of threc-tenths of 
an inch to a nautic mile (or 555, nearly, of nature,) the original drawings be- 
ing on the scale of an inch to a mile, and containing upwards of 100,000 sound- 
ings, shewing the quality of the bottom at every fifth cast of the lead. 

[t is something new to speak of the érigonometrical survey of a sea, but that 
of the North Sea is essentially so. ‘There being anchorage in all parts of it, as 
we explained in a former number,® whenever shore objccts were in sight they 
were made use of to determine the sounding vessel's position. But the greater 
part of the survey being out of sight of land, it became necessary either to 
carry a line of floating beacons across fram the coast of England to Holland, 
(a distance of about 100 miles,) or, which was preferred by Capt. Hewett, to 
determine that position by the ang'e subtended by a small vessel's mast, the 
Fairy's tender, which forined a vertical base. Therefore around this central 
vertical base the Fa/ry ran in all directions, till the circle of its horizon was 
closely examined with the lead. ‘This done the vessel was removed about 7 or 8 
miles further on, always in the same latitude; and in this manner the tender 
took up the necessary stations in the North Sea, through the different parallels, 
her position being checked by astronomical observation for latitude, and with 
the aid of six chronometers for longitude, these being subject to the closest 
examination of rate about every fortnight by returning to Harwich. 

But on foreign coasts this examination did not extend within three leagues of 
the shore. ‘I'he coast of France, therefure, inside this limit from Cape Grinez 
to Zuvedcoote, and the adjacent banks are ftom the French survey, under the 
direction of M. Beautemps Beaupre, published in 1841; that of Belgium from 
Adinkercke to Sluis from M. Vandermaelen’s unpublished map of that country, 
now executing by M. Gerard; that of the Netherlands and its rivers from Cadzand 
to Scheveningen and the adjacent shoals, are from the surveys of M. M. Ryk and 
Keuchenius, published in 1825, with additions to 1841, by Lieut. A. Van Rhyn. 

We pladly avail ourselves of this opportunity to record the readiness with 
which Admiral Wolterbeck, Minister of Marine, acceded to the request of the 
Admiralty, and through the medium of Lieutenant Baron G. A. Tindal, sup- 
ye all the secondary points of the triangulation along the coast frum the 

ek of Holland to the ‘Texel; a duty which was executed by this latter 
officer with his characteristic zeal and ability. 

The Downs, the Goodwin Sands, the entrance to the Thames, including the 
Long Sand and Kentish Knock are from a survey by Captain Bullock, r.n., and 
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the vicinity of the coast of Suffolk, and the position of the Galloper and Gab- 
bard shoals by Mr. Thomas in H.M.S, Mastiff’ ; the two latter being determined 
by a most rigid triangulation, for the accuracy of which, the long expe 
rience of this officer is ample authority. In consequence of the unfcrtu- 
nate loss of the Fairy in the storm of November, 1840, some unfinished pst- 
tions in the neighbourhood of Harwich; in Dover Straits; off Blankeuberg, 
Schouwen, Goeree, and the northern limit of the chart, have been completed by 
the officers of the Shearwater, in the summer of 184!, under the direction of 
Capt. Washington, r.x. But while we assign to these officers the merit which 
is their due, it is no less our duty to acknowledce that we are indebted to the 
persevering exertions of the late Capt. Hewett for the chart before us. The 
anxiety attending the duties of such a survey, through ten long years, can only 
be appreciated by those who know its navigation, its dangerous sands beset by 
currents, and its uncertain climate, and with such knowledge they can well 
appreciate those labours, the result of which is a chart differing so widely from 
everything hitherto published of the North Sea. Indeed we could not desir: a 
more satisfactory proof of our surveyor's labours in the North Sea, than a com- 
parison of the present chart with those which have appeared before it, including 
the old ‘‘ sea-cards,” and all the “ tubacco charts,’’ which have successively 
Lai as “new and correct,” ever since the days of Admirals Blake and 
an Tromp. 

A glance at the chart will shew better than any description can do, the re- 
markable direction in which the ditlerent sandbanks, or rather ridges which 
skirt the entrance to the Thames, and the coasts of Holland and Belgium, are 
distributed in lines radiating from the Strait of Dover. It seems natural to 
suppose, that their direction is caused by the unceasing action of the tides,—but 
will the geologist be satisfied with such a solution, when we find that many of 
the banks are as steep asa wall, especially on their eastern sides, where the 
lead drops at once from three to thirty fathoms?) We have not here either space 
or leisure to speculate on the subject; but, thus much is certain, that now for 
the first time, we have an accurate representation of these banks; for the best 
charts hitherto published, have merely consisted of the patch-work improve 
ments of successive corrections, or of the reports of pilots and fishermen, whio, 
however valnable their local knowledge, were without the means of giving pre- 
cision to their discoveries, 

A remarkable fact relative to the tides, is noticed on the chart before us asa 
caution to mariners,—namely, that about the middle of this part of the North 
Sea, there appears to be little or no rise or fall, thus corroborating the truth of 
Professor Whewell’s theory, who predicted that such would probably be found 
to be the case. The experiments by which this fact was established, will be 
found in our last volume. 

The quality of the bottom, as before-mentioned, was noted at every fifth cast 
of the lead; 12,000 of these specimens have been preserved, and the grewier 
part are laid ont in their correct positions on a large chart, delineated on the 
fluor of a store-house in Deptford dockyard. ‘The bottom consists of sand, tine 
sand and black specks, and occasionally broken shells, yet too irregularly dix 
posed to enable the navigator to profit by them. But the banks themselves 
as strikingly illustrated in the several sections here given, form excelent 
points of departure, so that by the aid of this chart, the mariner in the thickest 
fog, may boldly cross from England to the coast of Holland, if he will but 
attend to his lead, and especially if he have on board that invaluable instrument 
Massey's lead, without which no ship should navigate the North Sea, 

We cannot close our brief noice of the valuable result of Capt. Hewett’s 
Jabours without alluding to the lamented loss of that othcer, with his galaut 
crew in the Fairy. [lis experience after eighteen years’ service in these seas 
we cannot replace; but we may point with pride to this, and the several charts 
of the Eastern Coast of England, which he left behind him; and, however, mich 
we may deplore his loss, we must not forget that he perished, as an ofliver 
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would desire todo, in the path of duty. The eclat which is attached to the 
memory of those who fall in battle may not be the lot of the more peaceful 
hydrographer, yet who can doubt which confers the more lasting benefit on the 
human race? and a grateful nation, by its liberal subscription in support of the 
widows and orphans of those who were lust in the Fairy, has already borne am- 
ple testimony to the value of the services on which they were employed. Yet 
these will be more fully appreciated as they become better known, for it is 
manifest that no pains or expense can be too great to ensure the safety of the 
skilful and hardy seamen who traverse the North Sea, or to facilitate the exten- 
sive trattic which it is the means of supporting between the active and industri- 
ous nations that inhabit its shores. In the calm and sunshine of fine weather 
it is just possible that their labours may be thought lightly of; but in the hour 
of need, when misty storm darkens the ocean, 


‘¢ When night and the hurricane come mingled on ;” 


and neither star nor light can be seen, the mariner will refer with confidence to 
this chart, and profiting by that ample store of information which it lays open 
to him, will gratefully invoke a blessing on the inemory of its author. 


Abvrossan Harsour.— West Coast of Scotland.—Surveyed by Commander C. G. 
Robinson, R.N. 1840. 


Auoy Harsour.—By Commander Collinson, and Mr. W. T. Bate, Mate, R.N., 
in her Majesty's ship Bentinck. 18-4). 


We have devoted so much of our space to the North Sea, that we must re- 
serve them for our next. 


- > ——— 
ApMIRALTY Orper. 


Admiralty, Feb. 26th, 1842. appear against the name of the supemumerary 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the muster book, thereby shewing the class 
are pleased to direct, that the commanding in which he is placed according to the prize 
Gheers of her Majesty's ships and vessels shall proclamation of the 3rd of February, 1¢36, he 
insert on their respective muater books and = will not be permitted to share in any higher 
Prize lista, the words—' doing duty by order,” — class than the sixth. ; 
—against the mame of cach supernumerary By command of their lordships, 
borne for victnals only, but actually employed, SIDNEY HEBLERT. 
by competent authority, on the ordinary duties To al] Captains, &e. 
of the ship: and uniess such notation shall 
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Promotions anp APPoINTMENTS. 
(From the Naval and Military Gazette.) 


Downing Street, Feb. 24th, 1842.—The Queen has been graciously pleascd to 
hominate and appoint Admirals the Hon. Sir Jobn Talbot, Sir Robert Barlow, and 
Sir Henry Digby, Knights Commanders of the Most Honvurable Military Order of 
the Bath, to be Knights Grand Cross of the said Order, 


[The following are the Promotions contingent on her Majesty’s late visit to Ports- 
mouth. ] 


Alfred, the Admiralty flag-ship on that ocecasion. 


Commander J. B_ Woodthorpe, (1838) to be Captain. 

Lieutenants G, J. Hirtzell, (1331) first lieut., and J. St. John (1808) flag do.,’ to 
ommanders, ; 

Messrs. R. D. Aldrich (1830), and R. Wilcox (1839). Mates, to be Lieutenants. 


_ St. Vincent, bearing the flag of the Commander-in-Chief. 


Commander J, Hallowes (1837) to be Captain when he has served his time. 


Lieutenants F. Blair (1830) first lieut., and — Grey (183), Hag do., to be Com- 
Manders, 


